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Re: Professional Boundaries & Abuse of Power for Sexual Gain

Garda Personnel will be aware that through interactions they may have with members of the public,
victims, suspected offenders or witnesses, there is on occasion, likely to be an imbalance of power.

Abuse of Power for Sexual Gain can have extremely serious consequences for the rights of an
individual and for society as a whole. Professional policing behaviour dictates that Garda
Personnel must not abuse their policing powers or authority and must at all times treat the
public they serve with dignity, respect and in a Human Rights compliant manner.

_ An Garda Siochéna has an obligation to protect people from the

risks and effects of corrupt behaviour within the Organisation and to pursue, investigate and
disrupt any form of corruption that impacts upon the delivery of a quality policing service to
the community in which we serve.

Garda Personnel who attempt to or who abuse their power for sexual gain or attempt to or
establish a relationship beyond a professional capacity, risk breaching the trust and confidence of
the public and negatively impact on the reputation and integrity of An Garda Siochédna.

Any breach of a professional boundary or any incident of abuse of power for sexual
gain may constitute a serious breach of discipline which may lead to disciplinary action
up to and including dismissal.

The Professional Boundaries and Abuse of Power for Sexual Gain Policy ||| GG
I highlight the dangers of relationships where a position of power can be abused for
emotional or sexual purposes, and provide guidance to Garda Personnel on the key indicators

of such relationships.
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The Professional Boundaries and Abuse of Power for Sexual Gain Policy document is a non-
restricted public facing Garda document published on the Garda Website and the Garda
Portal,

HQ Directive replaces HQ Directive 017/2021 which is hereby cancelled.

Please bring to the attention of all concerned for strict compliance.
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